
Discours pour le Winemaking and Movies festival. 
 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Dear Friends and partners, 

 

According to a recent university study, 92% of the 50 most successful French 

movies released between 1970 and 2014 include at least a scene with wine. On 

average, you will see in those films a glass or a bottle of wine every 20 minutes! 

 

Just think of Claude Sautet or Claude Chabrol’s movies.  

 

Even if we are in Franschhoek for the Bastille Day festival, the approach of 

tonight’s event is much more focused though. It is not a festival about wine 

(drinking) but a festival about winemaking and movies! 

 

The idea came to us when we considered the links between France and Western 

Cape and wanted to celebrate them. 

 

Did you know that the Western Cape Province and the Region of Bourgogne 

Franche Comté have an extremely effective cooperation since 2002?   

 

Their Memorandum of understanding has just been renewed last week during a 

visit of Minister Winde.  

 

Capitalizing on the success of this partnership the parties will further strengthen 

their cooperation in the agricultural field which is the historical core of their 

collaboration.  

 

The cooperation will focus on the improvement of skills, in particular amongst 

disadvantaged persons, including farmers, and cellar workers, through a student 

and lecturers exchange program.  

 

A common ground between France and the Western Cape is also to be found in 

the importance of the movie industry.  

 

We wanted to find a way to illustrate those two links.  

 

In this context, we noticed the growing number of movies dedicated to 

winemaking in recent years.  

 

Non fiction  

Mondovino Jonathan Nossiter, 2004 



 

French fiction  

Tu seras mon fils Gilles Legrand, 2011 

Saint Amour, Benoît Delepine 2016 with Gérard Depardieu (comedy) 

 

International fiction  

A good year, Ridley Scott, 2006 a trader quits finance for a winery in Provence  

Sideways, Alexander Payne 2004 

 

We finally found a movie, soon to be released in South Africa, thanks to Ster 

Kinekor,  which is the perfect one for the First Edition of the Winemaking and 

Movies Festival.  

 

It is called Ce qui nous lie (Back to Burgundy) and was released in 2017. 

 

It is a real gem for us, as it is a movie that takes place in Burgundy, that tells a 

lot about winemaking in France and it is simply a beautiful story.   

 

Let me quote Cedric Klapisch , the director, as he explains why he realized this 

very intimate movie. Even if he cannot be with us tonight, I want to share these 

words of him with you: 

 

“This interest, we could even say this fascination for the wineries stems from my 

father. He only drinks wine from Burgundy and since I am 18 he would take me 

with him for wine tasting. By choosing winemaking as a theme for the movie, I 

knew that beyond these personal memories, I would touch upon various 

interesting topic: globalization, tradition, a certain idea of France...” 

 

Jean-Vincent Ridon will now give us some insights about winemaking in France 

to fully grasp the context of the movie.  

Before I give him the floor, let me thank our sponsors : Air France, XO Events, 

Polyglot.  

And our hosts : Franschhoek Cellar and Franschhoek Tourism.  

Enjoy the evening!  


