
1 
 

Cocktail d’ouverture du workshop “Trilateral cooperation” 
6/12/2016 

 

 Your Excellency, Ambassador of Algeria, dear Mr Abd-El-Naceur Belaid,  

 Dear colleagues Chargés d’Affaires of Madagascar and Senegal, 
 

 Dear Prof. Cheikh Bekaye Gaye, Director-General for Research at the 
Ministry of Higher Education and Research in Senegal,  

 Dear Prof M. RAKOTONDRAZAFY, Representative of the Directorate general 
for Scientific Research in Madagascar, 
 

 Dear Mr Phil Mjwara, Director-General of DST,  

 Dear Mr Daan du Toit, Deputy-Director-General of DST, 

 Dear Mr Aldo Stroebel, Executive Director for International Relations and 
Cooperation at the NRF,  

 

 Dear representatives from DST, NRF, CSIR, WRC, IThembaLabs, Innovation 
Hub, SANSA  and universities,  

 Dear representatives from higher Education and Research institutions from 
Senegal, Madagascar and Algeria, 

 Dear executives and representatives from French CNRS, IRD, CIRAD, 
universities and ANR 

* présences à confirmer/infirmer 
 
It is my great pleasure to welcome you all at the French Residence in Pretoria. 
You know that our previous Ambassador, Mrs Elisabeth Barbier, terminated 
her mandate in South-Africa a few weeks ago. She had always been a firm 
supporter of scientific cooperation between France and South Africa and was 
very keen to support what will be discussed tomorrow during a very 
exceptional workshop.  
 
This workshop is scheduled just one day before the second annual South Africa 
Science Forum organized by the DST. Its scope will cover the cooperation 
between South Africa – France – and French speaking countries of the African 
continent. The idea of this event came also from the South African Minister of 
Science and Technology, Mrs Naledi Pandor, who had raised to us the mutual 
benefit that a trilateral scientific workshop would have.  
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I am particularly encouraged by the presence of a large number of high ranking 
officials, coming from Senegal, Madagascar, Algeria, South-Africa and France. 
Thank you for your presence, especially those who have travelled from abroad.  
 
The workshop of tomorrow will focus on strategies for promoting trilateral 
cooperation in scientific research and higher education. Global challenges such 
as climate change, food security, sustainable exploitation of the oceans and 
health threats - to name just a few of them - do not stop at national or 
regional boundaries. Without a cooperative approach in addressing these 
issues, the positive gains achieved in one country or one area can quickly be 
reversed by negative factors from beyond its borders. 
 
Fortunately, the field of science and technology has always been an 
international endeavor with researchers forming part of the citizens of the 
world. The national research and development strategies of both France and 
South Africa have also, in the past years, started to advance from bilateral to 
trilateral cooperation. It was therefore only a matter of time before an 
initiative such as this one would be formalized at the highest level.   
 
It was important for us to involve partner countries from French-speaking 
parts of Africa and from all regions of the continent, Western Africa, Maghreb 
and Indian Ocean. We wish that this engagement will serve as a major step 
towards bringing the francophone and non-francophone parts of the continent 
closer together. We hope that this workshop will help achieve concrete 
outcomes and serve as a stepping stone to even more long-term partnerships 
in the future. 
 
To conclude, I would like to congratulate the DST and its agencies for the 
preparation of the South African Science Forum that will open its doors on 
Thursday and Friday this week. This forum has become a major and unique 
meeting for the world of researchers and illustrates the international 
leadership of South Africa in the field of science and technology. I am pretty 
confident that the second edition of the SA Science Forum will be a 
tremendous success like last year.  
 
Thank you for your attention. Bonne soirée à tous.  


